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distributed throughout the year.   The land is generally fertile, and
in the north and east is covered with forests which in the south and
north-west merge into grasslands.    For long the region was neglected
and the chief pursuits were stock-raising on the grasslands, the
collection of yerba mate, which grows wild in the forests of Parana,
and a somewhat improvident agriculture which was carried on
in forest clearings by colonies of Germans,  Italians, Poles, and
others.
But within recent years there has been a marked development,
especially on the grasslands of Rio Grande do Sul. Stock-raising
has suddenly become of much greater importance. The native
cattle, which were of poor quality and fit only to be used for xarque
or dried beef, have been crossed with pedigreed strains, and the
exportation of frozen meat is now an established industry. Agri-
culture has also made a considerable advance near the eastern
margin of the plateau and in the south. Maize, beans, rice, and
sugar-cane are important food crops, and practically the whole of
Brazil's home supply of wheat comes from Rio Grande do Sul, the
country farther north being too hot. The forests of Parana pine
(Araucana brasiliana) in Western Parana and Santa Catharina have
given rise to a lumber industry, which, though poorly organized at
present, may yet become important. Another forest product of
even greater value under existing conditions is yerba mate* both in
its wild and cultivated form.
The principal coalfields of Brazil occur in the Permian rocks in
the states of Santa Catharina and Rio Grande do Sul, The coal
contains a large proportion of moisture and ash, and seems to be
of most value when converted into gas for use in gas-engines. The
annual production is as yet inconsiderable.
THE CENTRAL REGION lies on the Brazilian massif, and consists
of the states of Matto Grosso, Goyaz, and Minas Geraes, together
with parts of the adjacent states. Much of the region is still
unexplored, and its geographical features are but imperfectly
known. The nucleus consists of Archaean rocks, though over
large areas these are covered by metamorphosed and unaltered
sedimentary rocks of Palaeozoic age. The temperature ranges from
tropical in the valleys of the north to sub-tropical <pn the uplands
of the centre and south. Over the greater part of the region there
are wet summers and dry winters; the rainfall varies from 40 to